
SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT
Exclusive Insights: Tariff Economic Impact & Strategies for Rural
Coastal and Indigenous Communities

As various levels of Canadian governments, business chambers and economic
organizations grapple with looming US tariffs, RIEP is responding to this new reality in this
year's virtual Forum. 

Join us for an exclusive session with Aaron Cruikshank, President of CTRS Market
Intelligence, our trusted partner behind the 2023 Rural Islands Workforce Snapshot. Aaron
is now playing a key role in delivering the Railyard Market Business Planning Training in
Campbell River, and he’ll be sharing valuable insights on the economic outlook for
Canadian industries.

Learn what rural coastal and Indigenous communities can do to protect and
strengthen their local economies in an evolving economic climate. Don't miss this
opportunity to gain actionable strategies and expert perspectives!

Meet Aaron Cruikshank

Aaron Cruikshank. Futurist and President of CTRS - Market Intelligence is a market
intelligence and research professional with over 20 years of experience across private,
public, and nonprofit sectors. He has consulted with over 800 clients such as Bosch, BDC,
BC Hydro, FortisBC, Vancity, and the Government of Canada. He also held roles as
Associate Vice President at Ipsos and Executive Director before founding CTRS in 2014.

Aaron specializes in market intelligence, competitive intelligence, qualitative research,
public policy analysis, and business strategy in regulated industries. He holds a Bachelor’s
in Communication and a Master of Public Policy from Simon Fraser University and is
currently pursuing an Executive MBA at the University of Fredericton.

https://ruralislandspartnership.ca/riep-forum/2025-riep-forum/
https://ctrs.co/
https://ruralislandspartnership.ca/riep-forum/2025-riep-forum/2025-riep-forum-program/
https://ruralislandspartnership.ca/riep-forum/2025-riep-forum/
https://ruralislandspartnership.ca
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=7a66e8fe-b5ea-4bc4-8dbf-8680080f9e27


EARLY BIRD PRICING ENDS TOMORROW
February 28: $35.00

Standard Pricing: March 1 – March 6: $40.00

Purchase Tickets Here

FREE WORKSHOPS FOR NAVIGATING US TARIFF IMPACTS
THE WORLD TRADE CENTRE VANCOUVER IS OFFERING THESE UPCOMING WEBINARS

Market Diversification – Expanding Beyond USA by Utilizing Canada's FTAs
Date: Thursday, March 13, 2025
Time: 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM (PST)

Overview: This session will help businesses identify new export markets, understand
Free Trade Agreements (FTAs), and build resilience beyond the U.S.
Registration Link: Market Diversification – Expanding Beyond the U.S. by Utilizing

https://riep.tickit.ca/events/27628-2025-riep-virtual-forum
https://scipmucab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dwml9put--MJY5QZKieaI9P0YWNrDels601H8HotomRwGZn4Ny7x4fZulA9_sOKV9k9axu5fyO-raLLYui5qFx1ec-qoGi3Pj30QMCo3IsHhmVYRm6XoavGnF0p-UvOk6rCHUD_sXWM_xmYJB2xQ79IExsVUim4Ih9u6QBN89ZHlKIuqVjhQRw==&c=Fb59aQEW2yHwG-lRJtaZdA0T5AHAzNE_U9tS2VcDKJXqHbYZB3tlqg==&ch=OokJKiJxMuRrpvfxjZ9_FJu5qjh1mfMI8EyKje3A4DgozirmcgbDWQ==
https://scipmucab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dwml9put--MJY5QZKieaI9P0YWNrDels601H8HotomRwGZn4Ny7x4fZulA9_sOKV9k9axu5fyO-raLLYui5qFx1ec-qoGi3Pj30QMCo3IsHhmVYRm6XoavGnF0p-UvOk6rCHUD_sXWM_xmYJB2xQ79IExsVUim4Ih9u6QBN89ZHlKIuqVjhQRw==&c=Fb59aQEW2yHwG-lRJtaZdA0T5AHAzNE_U9tS2VcDKJXqHbYZB3tlqg==&ch=OokJKiJxMuRrpvfxjZ9_FJu5qjh1mfMI8EyKje3A4DgozirmcgbDWQ==
https://scipmucab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dwml9put--MJY5QZKieaI9P0YWNrDels601H8HotomRwGZn4Ny7x4fZulA9_sOKV9k9axu5fyO-raLLYui5qFx1ec-qoGi3Pj30QMCo3IsHhmVYRm6XoavGnF0p-UvOk6rCHUD_sXWM_xmYJB2xQ79IExsVUim4Ih9u6QBN89ZHlKIuqVjhQRw==&c=Fb59aQEW2yHwG-lRJtaZdA0T5AHAzNE_U9tS2VcDKJXqHbYZB3tlqg==&ch=OokJKiJxMuRrpvfxjZ9_FJu5qjh1mfMI8EyKje3A4DgozirmcgbDWQ==
https://www.boardoftrade.com/events/7940


Canada's FTAs
 
Domestic Trade & Interprovincial Expansion

Date: Thursday, March 27, 2025
Time: 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM PST

Overview: For businesses looking to reduce reliance on U.S. trade, this session
explores interprovincial trade opportunities, overcoming regulatory barriers, and
expanding within Canada.
Registration Link: Domestic Trade & Interprovincial Expansion

VISIT OUR LATEST PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

WIN A FREE Chat GPT Workshop
FORUM attendees will also be eligible to WIN a FREE Chat GPT Workshop

led by Jennifer Hufnagel Consulting.
Jennifer has been working with hundreds of organizations across our region

to help folks gain confidence in using this cutting-edge technology.

https://www.boardoftrade.com/events/7940
https://www.boardoftrade.com/events/7941
https://ruralislandspartnership.ca/riep-forum/2025-riep-forum/2025-riep-forum-program/
mailto:jennifer@hufnagelconsulting.ca


 

With Gratitude To RIEP 2025 Forum Sponsors

 

Follow 2025 Forum On Facebook Here!

  

RIEP serves to empower British Columbia’s rural
islands and remote coastal communities by
honouring reconciliation and by collaborating and
convening to share information, resources, and

https://www.facebook.com/share/1BRCbPrrjG/
https://www.facebook.com/RuralIslandsPartnership
https://www.instagram.com/RuralIslandsPartnership


opportunities. We network, advocate, support and
activate communities towards achieving enduring
socio-economic well-being together.

We respectfully acknowledge that this correspondence has been sent from the traditional
unceded territory of the Coast Salish Peoples, including the WSÁNEĆ First Nations and Hul'quimi'num

Treaty Group, whose historical relationship with the land continues to this day.
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